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for The Loue Of Horses 
Bif 'frant< J. Bud!man 

Riding, Judging, leadership Garners 
Mayetta Teen Quarter Horse Scholarship 

Horses and involvement 
in horse activities have al
ways come first wi.tb Trevor 
Ashcraft. 

Recognition o.f that dedi
cation came with the recent 
announcement that the 18-
year-old Mayetta youth was 
recipient of an $8,000 schol
arship from the American 
Quarter Horse Foundation, 
Amarillo, Texas. 

Proof of his attraction for 
anything to do with horses 
was cited by his dad, Dennis 
Ashcraft: "Trevor played 
baseball two summers when 
he was small, but he insist
ed that he'd rather ride 
horses and go to horse 
shows." 

Against competitors from· 
throughout the United 
States, the recent Holton 
High School graduate was 
selected for the higher edu
cation stipend based on his 
academic achievement, fi
nancial need, references 
and participation in equine
related activities. 

"I've always liked to ride 
and work with horses," 
Trevor insisted. "Then I 
started participating in 
horse judging contests, and 
I have really enjoyed do-

ing that, too." 
Trevor became serious 

about horse shows at the age 
of five. "We had an older 
team roping horse that he 
got along well with, and 
then he started riding a 
13-hand Quarter Pony 
mare called Miss Kitty," 

Dennis noted. 
"We went to the North

east Kansas Small Area 
Group (NEKSAG) shows 
every weekend, and I also 
rode in American Barrel 
Racing Associ8tion events," 
commented Trevor, who 
qualified for national com-

petition riding the black 
mare. 

Crediting longtime horse 
enthusiast Judy Anweiler 
for assisting in the acquisi
tion, Trevor then bought a 
14-hand Doc Bar gelding 
called BT and continued his 
winning ways in speed 
events on the local and na
tional leveL 

His present mount, Dally, 
a 12-year-old Clabber and 
Doc Bar sorrel mare, was in 
the making during that time. 
"She was an orphan we 
raised on goat's milk and 
grain out of a bucket, be
cause she wouldn't drink 
out of a bottle. Trevor was 
just five at the time, but he 
about lived with that foal 
in the barn," Dennis ex
plained. 

The home~raised mare 
received her basiC training 
in ranch work, but now she 
is Trevor's all-around horse. 
"I do everything on her. I 
breakaway and team rope 
on her, ride in the' speed 
events, and she's ~lso been 
county champion several 
times at halter," he verified. 

"We still use her for 
ranch work all of the time 
too. Dad and I have helped 
look after cattle for ·the 
Roby Ranch at Emmett for 
ten years. We also custom 
graze a thousand yearlings 
for the Brainard Cattle Com
pany of Texas," confirmed 
Trevor, who has won numer
ous local roping and speed 
event titles on Dally. , 

A member and leader in 
the Jackson County Straight 

Arrows 4-H Club1 Trevor is 
also active in the Jaco Hoof
beats, county 4-H horse 
club. "We have about 20 
members with a ·serious in
terest in horses and attend 
regular meetings," he 
shared. 

Through that organiza
tion, Trevor has become in
volved in 'horse judging con
tests. "Dyann Parks has 
been our county horse 
leadet for several years and 
also coaches the judging 
team," Trevor credited. "We 
have scheduled workouts, 
and now the older members 
also help the Younger ones." 

Actually, Mrs. Parks 
cOaches bo1h the 4~H horse 
judgers ;:u;\t the Holton F:F'A 
Chapter :.~orse judging team. 

WinnF~g a number of dis-



trict and state 4-H and FFA 
titles, her teams, both of 
which Trevor is a member, 
have competed successfully 
at the Quarter Horse Youth 
World Show, Fort Worth, 
Texas; the Quart~r Horse 
Congress, Columbus, Ohio; 
the NatiOnal Western Stock 
Show, Denver, Colo.; and the 
National FFA Contest, Indi-
anapolis, Ind. · 

"We are really proud of 
the kids' success in horse 
judging. My wife, Donna, 
and I have been privileged 
to ·be chaperones for the 
judgers at several of their 
national contests," stated 
Dennis. 

"We were so proud that 
the team Was honored as the 
reserve champion ill the Naw 
tiona! FFA Horse Judging 
Contest. Trevor was the -na
tional champion in the oral 
reasons division and placed 
fifth high individual overall 
in that contest," emphasized 
Holton FFA Chapter advisor 
Jason Larison. 

Alex Bartel, also a vo-ag 
instructor at Holt'on,, and 
Jody Holthaus, Jackson 
County Extension agent, 
have helped coordinate 
county horse activities. 

"I really like to partici
pate in horse judging. We've 
worked hard, but a good 
coach makes a big differ· 
ence. Dyann Parks does a 
fabulous job," Trevor clari
fied. 

"Reasons ·are really an 

important part of the judg
ing contests. That is a skill 
the youth will be able to use 
throughout their lives, no 
matter what they do," Den
nis pointed out. 

In addition to his horse 
interests, Trevor and his 
dad raise and train Aus
tralian Shepherd stock dogs 
and have a cow·calf opera
tion. Trevor is also em· 
ployed at the Heartland Vet
erinary Clinic, assisting Dr. 
Tim Parks. 

For his work with the 
dogs and at the vet clinic, 
Trevor was the state FFA 
proficiency award winner in 
the small animal care su
perVised agricUltural expe
rience division. "He went to 
the national convention, 
had an individual interview 
and was a national finalist 
in small animal care," Lari
son informed. 

"With his horses, dogs, 
cattle, judging, and employ
ment at the vet clinic, 
Trevor is pretty much kept 
hopping," Dennis recog
nized. 

As if that isn't enough, 
Trevor iS employed this 
summer as a teller at the 
Holton 'National Bank. He 
said, "I think I would like to 
have a career in banking, so 
this is a great experience to 
get in on the ground floor." 

Serving several FFA of
fices, including chapter 
president, Trevor also re
cently completed his term 

as the Northeast District 
FFA President. "I consid
ered running for a state FFA 
office, but there are just too 
many other things going on," 
he remarked. "I decided I 
really wouldn't have the 
time." 

In addition to the AQHA 
scholarship, and · other 
stipends of over $3,000, 
Trevor has been awarded a 
Presidential LeadershiP 
Scholarship to attend Cloud 
County Community College 
in Concordia this fall. 

Dennis, who's in charge 
of the community water sys
tem at Holton, is a Cloud 
County graduate and also 
has an environmental man
agement degree from Fort 
Scott Community College. 
Dennis is also active in the 

Holton FFA Alumni group. 
"With Trevor being our 

only child, we1ve certainly 
had quality time assisting 
him and his friends in the 
many activities they've been 
involved with,'' Dennis 
added. 

"I will compete on both 
the horse judging and the 
agronomy teams at Cloud 
County and also campaign 
for a Student Senate seat 
there this fall," Trevor indi·
cated. 

Following two yearS at 
Concordia, he plans to 
transfer to K-State. Trevor 
related, "I intend to judge 
on the KSU horse team and 
complete my degree in agri
cultural finance with dual 
minors in animal science 
and leadership." 
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"Horses will always be an 
important part of my life 

whatever I'm doing," Trevor 
concluded. 
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regular meetings," he shared. 
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our county horse leader for several years and also coaches the judging team," Trevor credited. "We have 
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"With his horses, dogs, cattle, judging, and employment at the vet clinic, Trevor is pretty much kept hop
ping," Dennis recognized. 

As if that isn't enough, Trevor is employed this summer as a teller at the Holton National Bank. He said, "I 
think I would like to have a career in banking, so this is a great experience to get in on the ground floor." 

Serving several FFA offices, including chapter president, Trevor also recently completed his term as the 
Northeast District FFA President. "I considered running for a state FFA office, but there are just too many other 
things going on," he remarked. "I decided I really wouldn't have the time." 

In addition to the AOHA scholarship, and other stipends of over $3,000, Trevor has been awarded a Presi
dential Leadership Scholarship to attend Cloud County Community College in Concordia this fall. 

Dennis, who's in charge of the community water system at Holton, is a Cloud County graduate and also has 
an environmental management degree from Fort Scott Community College. Dennis is also active in the Holton 
FFA Alumni group. 

"With Trevor being our only child, we've certainly had quality time assisting him and his friends in the many 
activities they've been involved with," Dennis added. 

"I will compete on both the horse judging and the agronomy teams at Cloud County and also campaign for 
a Student Senate seat there this fall," Trevor indicated. 

Following two years at Concordia, he plans to transfer to K-State. Trevor related, "I intend to judge on the 
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Donna and Dennis Ashcraft of Mayetta are lead
ers in horse activities over a wide area and have 
served as chaperones for Jackson County horse 
judging teams at competitions across the country. 

Horses are an essential part in the life of Trevor 
Ashcraft, who has been named recipient of a 
$8,000 scholarship from the American Quarter 
Horse Foundation. The 18-year-old Holton FFA 
Chapter member is with his main riding horse, 
Dally. 


