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Horses from the wild can become usable mounts 
For the love of horses 
By Frank ]. Buchman 
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horse. Human contact is velop important life skills 
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society," inserted Hedrick, 
who was riding a three· 
year-old gelding trained iu 
the program. 

It was offered 1or sale 
as one of only a couple 
trained mustangs ir, 1.he of
fering. Some yearlings had 
heen gentled by local vol
unteers. 

There were 70 horses of
fered in this adoption, one 
of 15 such events conduct
ed annually. ''These are 
all adult and yearling wild 
horses that once roamed 
free on public lands 
throughout the West," Mc
Guire explained. 

The BLM periodically 
removes excess animals 
from the range to ensure 
herd health and to main
tain ecological balance. 
''The adoption program 
is essential for achieving 
these important manage
ment goals," clarified Mc
Guire. 

Freeze brands are on 
the left side of each horse's 
neck, using the Interna
tional Alpha Angle Sys
tem, a series of angles and 
alpha symbols. The mark 
contains the registered 
organization, which is the 
U.S. Government, year of 
birth and registration num
ber. 

Horses were penned ac~ 
cording to age and sex, with 
most of the males being 
castrated. Signs indicated 
the horses had originated 
in California, Kansas, Ne-

vada, Oklahoma, Utah and 
Nevada. Horses were of 
every color possible, with 
size variation and body 
condition score also in a 
broad range. 

While visitors were 
invited to view the offer
ing on Thursday evening, 
adoption opened at 10 
a.m., Friday, with an auc
tion to determine adop
tion fees for any animals 
sought by more than one 
person. Adoptions contin
ued throughout Friday and 
Saturday morning. 

''The minimum bid for 
untrained animas is $125, 
as set by law," according to 
McGuire. 

Minimum bid on the 
trained riding horses was 
$250, with McGuire indi
cating that the adoption 
price would likely be sub
stantially a!Jove that. He 
expected about 65 percent 
of the total offering to be 
adopted. 

~'To adopt a mustang, 
people must be at least 18 
with no record of animal 
abuse," McGuire pointed 
out. '~Adopters must have 
suitable facilities and can 
adopt no more than four 
animals." 

It was required that 
horses be loaded in cov
ered stock-type trailers 
with swing gates and stur
dy walls and floors. BLM 
staff was on hand to assist 
adopters. 
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"If successful, this in- the mustang adoption pro
entive program could gram from Sulphur, Okla. 
ave taxpayers hundreds Federal protection and 
f thousands of dollars in a lack of natural predators 
)ng-term pasturing costs," have resulted in thriving 
icGuire stressed. wild horse and burro popu-
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> the federal government year. The BLM monitors 
.ntil the BLM issues a rangelands and wild horse 
:ertificate of Title. After and burro herds to deter-
ne year, adopters receive 
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1hich must be signed by 
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ng that the horse has been 

mine the number of ani
mals, including livestock 
and wildlife, the land can 
support. 

(Continued on page ll) 
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he area," Hughes related. 
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~orses are offered 
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Sincd973, the BLM has 

placd n.ore than 220,000 
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vate :.s.re through adop
tion," MeG jre tallied. 

One e t1 1ined, Hedrick 
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well. i 1 I ct, fewer than 
1 perc ~J:t :orne back into 
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Page II 

ily pets to champion dres
sage horses. 

The Commanding 
General's Mounted Color 
Guard, based at Fort Ri
ley, uses six horses that 
were wild mustangs when 
obtained, commented First 
Sgt. Greg Bunce. 

There are also wild 
horses on a ranch in Butler 
County near Cassoday. The 
BLM has leased 15,000 
acres of land on the ranch 
where pregnant mares will 
remain until they foal. The 
offspring will eventually 
be adopted, along with the 
mares that are not too old. 
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Wild mustangs can be
come fine family horses. 

That was the emphasis 
of spokespersons in To
peka at the recent Wild 
Horse Adoption hosted by 
the Wild Horse & Burro 
Program of the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management. 

"These horses are iconic 
symbols of America's west
ern heritage and are re
nowned for thPir "'~~ngth, 
Pndurance. Rz:!:tj· aud in
te.lliuencP. "1_...-..at:u::nsur.!'; 
hrP.rl Jntn then1 in the wild 
that make tlu~m ideal for 
work or recreation," em
phasized Paul McGuire, 
public affairs specialist out 
of the Moore, Oklahoma, 
Bureau of Land Manage
ment field office. 

While working with 
a mustang offered at the 
adoption, Cindy Branham, 
renowned mustang trainer, 
competitor and clinician 
from Auburn, echoed, 
"I've found the horses to 
be very trainable. They are 
very smart. Yet, each one 
is an individual, and don't 
all come along at the same 
pace." About two dozen 
people gathered to watch 
the free program. 

''The first two weeks of 
ownership is the most im
pmtant time for an adopted 
horse. Human contud is 
st.r~ng~ to ~hese wild ani-

lyzed. "People are seen as 
predators to these horses. 
They must learn to accept 
us, hut we have to explain 
to them what we want. 

''The horses need to un
derstand it's easier to co
operate than to escape like 
they do by instinct dur
ing times of danger in the 
wild," Branham critiqued. 
"Don't forget they are a 
horse. They never do any
thing to intentionally make 
you mad or to get even 
wi1.;1 vou: they do "'"': un
UtJ.3!~!"!.-:! !.ualan emotions. 
They only want to be safe 
and content." 

"Inmates at the Kansas 
Correctional Facility in 
Hutchinson have had great 
success working with the 
mustangs in our program," 
verified Dexter Hedrick, 
program manager there for 
six years. 

Fifteen inmates are em
ployed in the horse unit, 
being paid 60 cents an 
hour.' They typically work 
with 10 to 15 horses at a 
time, with 100 wild horses 
going through the program 
annually. Horses were also 
offered for adoption at 
Hutchinson duririg May 

"This partnership adds 
value to the horses that the 
BLM offers for adoption, 
and it helps inmates de
velop important life skills 
that ... 'l~ .. :~ ~~· ..;_u...1r even-

society," inserted Hedrick, 
who was riding a three
year-old gelding trained in 
the program. 

It was offered for sale 
as one of only a couple 
trained mustangs in the of
fering. Some yearlings had 
been gentled by local vol-
unteers. 

There were 70 horses of
fered in this adoption, one 
of 15 sucb events conduct-
ed annually. "These are 
all adult and yearling wild 
horses that once roamed 
f..oc on public lands 
throughout the West," Mc
Guire explained. 

The BLM periodically 
removes excess animals 
from the ran~e w ensure 
herd health and to main
tain ecological balance. 
"The adoption program 
is essential for achieving 
these important manage
ment goals," clarified Mc
Guire. 

Freeze brands are on 
the left side of each horse's 
neck, using the Interna
tional Alpha Angle Sys
tem, a series of angles and 
alpha symbols. The mark 
contains the registered 
organization, which is the 
U.S. Government, year of 
birth and registration num
ber. 

Horses were penned ac
cording to age and sex, with 
most of the males being 
castrated ~ivns ind::::·+~rl 
the horses h~d orieinatecl 

vada, Oklahoma, Utah and 
Nevada. Horses were of 
every color possible, with 
size variation and body 
condition score also in a 
broad range. 

While visitors were 
invited to view the offer
ing on Thursday evening, 
adoption opened at lO 
a.m., Friday, with an auc
tion to determine adop
tion fees for any animals 
sought by more than one 
person. Adoptions contin~ 
ued throughout Friday and 
Saturday morning. 

"The minimum bid for 
untrained animas is $125, 
as set by law," according to 
McGuire. 

Minimum bid on the 
trained riding horses was 
$250, with McGuire indi
cating that the adoption 
price would likely be sub
stantially above that. He 
expected about 65 percent 
of the total offering to be 
adopted. 

"To adopt a mustang, 
people must be at least 18 
with no record of animal 
abuse," McGuire pointed 
out. "Adopters must have 
suitable facilities and can 
adopt no more thar1 four 
animals." 

It was required that 
horses be loaded in cov
ered stock-type trailers 
with swing gates and stur
dy walls and floors. BLM 
,~...:~ ··---~ 0n hand to assi.-t 
adontP:r.o:._ 

Horses raised in 
lent family riding horses if handled properly, 
according to Cindy Branham of Auburn during 
a horsemanship presentation conducted in 
conjunction with a recent wild horse adop
tion hosted by the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management at Topeka. 
for a new adoption incen- given humane care and 
tive program in which treatment 
BLM pays a $500 care- The Wild Free-Roaming 
and-feeding allowance to Horses and Burros Act of 
adopters of selected horses 1971 gave the Department 
four years and older. How- of the Interior's Bureau of 
ever, there were only a lim- Land Management and 
ited nmnber of the more the Department of Agri
mature horses. culture's Forest Service 

"This allowance is paid the authority to manage, 
in full after one year when protect and control wild 
adopters receive official horses and burros on the 
ownership title for their nation's public lands in or
horse," McGuire clarified. derto ensure healthy herds 
"Younger horses are not and healthy rangelands, 
eligible for this incentive. described Gary Hughes of 

"If successful, this in- the mustang adoption pro
centive program could gram from Sulphur, Okla. 
save taxpayers hundreds Federal protection and 
of thousands of dollars in a lack of natural predators 
long-term pasturing costs," have resulted in thriving 
McGuire stressed. wild horse and burro popu-

A wild horse belongs lations that increase each 
to the federal government year. The BLM monitors 
until the BLM issues a rangelands and wild horse 
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one year, adopters receive mine the number of ani
a Title Eligibility Letter, mals, including livestock 
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Wild mustangs can be
come fine family horses. 

That was the emphasis 
of spokespersons in To
peka at the recent Wild 
Horse Adoption hosted by 
the Wild Horse & Burro 
Program of the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management. 

"These horses are iconic 
symbols of America's west
ern heritage and are re
nowned for their strength, 
endurance, agility and in
telligence, characteristics 
bred into them in the wild 
that make them ideal for 
work or recreation," em~ 
phasized Paul McGuire, 
public affairs specialist out 
of the Moore, Oklahoma, 
Bureau of Land Manage
ment field office. 

While working with 
a mustang offered at the 
adoption, Cindy Branham, 
renowned mustang trainer, 
competitor and clinician 
from Auburn, echoed, 
"I've found the horses to 
be very trainable. They are 
very smart. Yet, each one 
is an individual, and don't 
all come along at the same 
pace." About two dozen 
people gathered to watch 
the free program. 

"The first two weeks of 
ownership is the most im
portant time for an adopted 
horse. Human contact is 
~tr;J.nge to these wild ani-

to learn if we teach them 
properly," Branham ana
lyzed. "People are seen as 
predators to these horses. 
They must learn to accept 
us, but we have to explain 
to them what we want. 

"The horses need to un
derstand it's easier to co
operate than to escape like 
they do by instinct dur
ing times of danger in the 
wild," Branham critiqued. 
uDon't forget they are a 
horse. They never do any
thing to intentionally make 
you mad or to get even 
with you; they do not un
derstand human emotions. 
They only want to be safe 
and cOntent." 

"Inmates at the Kansas 
Correctional Facility in 
Hutchinson have had great 
success working with the 
mustangs in our program," 
verified Dexter Hedrick, 
program manager there for 
siX years. 

Fifteen inmates are em
ployed in the horse unit, 
being paid 60 cents an 
hour. They typically work 
with 10 to 15 horses at a 
time, with 100 wild horses 
going through the program 
annually. Horses were also 
offered for adoption at 
Hutchinson during May 

"This partoership adds 
value to the horses that the 
BLM offers for adoption, 
and it helps inmates de
velop important life skills 
that will aid in their even-

society," inserted Hedrick, 
who was riding a three
year-old gelding trained in 
the program. 

It was offered for sale 
as one of only a couple 
trained mustangs in the of
fering. Some yearlings had 
been gentled by local vol
unteers. 

There were 70 horses of
fered in this adoption, one 
of 15 such events conduct
ed annually. "These are 
all adult and yearling wild 
horses that once roamed 
free on public lands 
throughout the West," Mc
Guire explained. 

The BLM periodically 
removes excess animals 
from the range to ensure 
herd health and to main
tain ecological balance. 
"The adoption program 
is essential for achieving 
these important manage
ment goals," clarified Mc
Guire. 

Freeze brands are on 
the left side of each horse's 
neck, using the Interna
tional Alpha Angle Sys
tem, a series of angles and 
alpha symbols. The mark 
contains the registered 
organization, which is the 
U.S. Government, year of 
birth and registration num
ber. 

Horses were penned ac
cording to age and sex, with 
most of the males being 
castrated. Signs indicated 
the horses had originated 

vada, Oklahoma, Utah and 
Nevada. Horses were of 
every color possible, with 
size variation and body 
condition score also in a 
broad range. 

While visitors were 
invited to view the offer
ing on Thursday evening, 
adoption opened at 10 
a.m., Friday, with an auc
tion to determine adop
tion fees for any animals 
sought by more than one 
person. Adoptions contin
ued throughout Friday and 
Saturday morning. 

Horses raised in the wild can become excel
lent family riding horses if handled properly, 
according to Cindy Branham of Auburn durin:l 
a horsemanship presentation conducted in 
conjunction with a recent wild horse adop~ 
tion hosted by the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management at Topeka. 
for a new adoption incen- given humane care and 
tive program in which treatment 
BL~ a $500 care- The Wild Free-Roaming 
an1 ~l"'.e to Horses and Burros Act of 

'071 gave the Department 

"The minimum bid for 
untrained animas is $125, 
as set by law," according to 
McGuire. fc (Conti 
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