
Kaw Valley Rodeo Celebrating 42nd Anniversary 
Of Professional Rodeo Activities In Manhattan 

''The best in rodeo is coming to Manhattan,11 according to Sandra 
Chandler of the Kaw Valley Rodeo Association. 

''The 42nd anniversary edition of the Kaw Valley Rodeo, again 
sanctioned by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, will 
feature performances at 8 o'clock, Thursday, Friday and saturday 
evenings, July 27-28- 29, at Wells Arena in Cico Park 

"Many of the nation's very best cowboys and cowgirls are 
expected to compete in America's toughest sport," Chandler said. 

Advertised on WIBW, Country Legends 106.9 and The BIG 94.5 
Country, and promoted on WibwNewsNow and the Kansas 
Agriculture Network, events are to include bareback-bronc riding, 
steer wrestting, team roping, saddle-bronc riding, tie-down roping, 
bull riding and barrel racing. 

Rafter H Rodeo Company is returning as the stock contractor, 
along with Scott Grover from Camden Point, Missouri, as 
announc:er. Judges are Chris Bastien from Guthrie, Oklahoma, and 
Clayton Macom, Stigler, Oklahoma. 

A young group of youth riders, The Silver Buckle Drill Team 
representing the McPherson Saddle Club will be bringing in the 
sponsor flags each night. 

Bullfighters Andy North, Yukon, Oklahoma, and Ethan McDonald, 
Louisbu are to rotect fallen ex>wbo s during the bull riding. 

l!.l Andy Burelle, 
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- ''' • will serve as barrel man 
during the bull riding, 
and will also entertain 
with his miniature 
horses and a special 

Entertainment for all ages is promised at the 42nd trick horse. . . 
annual Kaw Valley Rodeo in Manhattan_ July 27- The annual Military 
28-29_ W!th a cal 9Cnmble pilnnecl for children Family Appreciation 
each evening. N. ht p R d p· . 19 re- o eo 1cmc 
is Thursday evening, July 27, at Pottorf Hall in the park. "It is free 
to all military families," Chandler said. 

Thursday's rodeo will also be Kid's Night with children, 12 and 
under, admitted free for a non-perishable food donation to benefit 
the Flint Hills Breadbasket. 

Friday, July 28, has been designated as Tough Enough To Wear 
Pink Night, with activities to benefit the Kansas State University 
Johnson Cenrer for Basic cancer Research 

"In 1976, when the Riley County Fair Board needed evening 
entertainment, a group of rodeo enthusiasts looked into bringing 
their sport to Manhattan," Chandler reflected. "A fairgrounds arena, 
established through a federal grant, provided a location, and 
organizing the rodeo was soon underway. 

"Today, more four decades later, the Kaw Valley Rodeo 
continues to bring cowboys, cowgirls, champion livestock and 
rodeo fans, young and old, together each summer at the Riley 
County Fair for Manhattan's premier outdoor summer sporting 
event at Wells Arena. 

"We'll see you there," Chandler invited. 

Jackson County Fair Set For Holton 

Rodeo action kicks off the Jackson County Fair at Holton. 
"The seventh annual Jackson County Fair Rodeo is set Friday and 

Saturday, July 28-29, at the Northeast Kansas Heritage Complex, 
west of Highway 75 on Road 214, just south of Holton," according 
to Deb Dillner, fair secretary. 

Advertised extensively on WIBW, Country Legends 106.9, The 
BIG 94.5 Country, and promoted on WibwNewsNow, and the 
Kansas Agriculture Network, the rodeo is fitting kickoff to the 
weeklong county fair including exhibits, vendors, a carnival and 
much more, she added. 

Gates to the rodeo open both evenings at 6 o'clock, with 
Western action at 7:30, Dillner said. 

Spectators are asked to use the south entrance on Road 214, 
while contestants enter the east gate on P Road. 

Rodeo entertainment begins with a children's boot scramble. 
"There'll be two age divisions for cowboys and cowgirls ages three 
to 12," Dillner informed. 11Cash prizes will go to the top two 
finishers in each lus a little somethin for all participants. 11 

Traditional 
rodeo events, 
"riding', ropin', 
broncs and bulls 
along with 
mutton busting 

and min bull riding for the kiddos," are planned," Dillner pointed 
out. 

Excitedly the fair official exclaimed. "We will have special 
entertainment both nights of the rodeo featuring Brian Bausch, 
who was raised at Mayetta right here in Jackson County. 

"Brian and his family travel the national demonstrating the lost 
ex>wboy arts of trick riding, trick roping and gun spinning. Brian 
was the first mounted performer on America's Got Talent. 

"You won't want to miss this local cowboy who has made the 
big time," Dillner insisted. 

Blue Smoke BBQ called a "northeast Kansas favorite" will be 
providing concessions. 

"We don't know exactly what will be on the menu, but we know 
it will be delicious," Dillner proclaimed. "In addition tx> the great 
barbecue, traditional concession stand goodies will be available." 

Vendors and Western displays will be open on the rodeo 
grounds. "Coolers are welcome with a fee charged at the gate, but 
no glass is requested," Dillner said. 

Official Fair Week events are Monday, July 31, through Saturday, 
Aug. 5, with the complete schedule on the Jackson County Fair 
Facebook page. 

"The fair parade following the traditional Holton route is 
Wednesday evening, Aug. 2," Dillner explained. "Parking is 
available on the old fairgrounds for fk>at riders and spectators." 

The Midway, operated by Fun Time Shows, will run each evening 
Tuesday, through Saturday, the 5th, with advance wristband 
ex>upons available until July 28, at Jackson County banks, the 
Extension Office and the Chamber of Commerce office. 

"Join the Jackson County Fair Association's Facebook group for 
information on all of our events and progress as we continue to 
improve our facility, the Northeast Kansas Heritage Complex," 
Diller welcomed. 

"Grab your hat, bring your lawn chair, and join us for some fun." 

Padre Says: 

"Sometimes the bad things that happen in 
our lives put us directly on the path to the 

best things that will ever happen to us" 
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