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Top Western Athletes From Nine States Headed
To United Rodeo Association Finals This Weekend

   The pressure's on for top cowboys and cowgirls competing in
the United Rodeo Association (URA).
  "Top 15 contestants in each of the nine sanctioned events
throughout the past year will compete in the URA Finals this
weekend," according to Muff McGee, longtime URA secretary.
   Set for Domer Arena at the Kansas Expocentre in Topeka,
performances are planned Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 3-4-
5, McGee informed.
   Advertised on WIBW, Country 106.9 and The BIG 94.5 Country,
the rodeo is Friday and Saturday evenings, Nov. 3 and 4,
beginning at 7 o'clock, with the Sunday matinee starting at noon.
   Additional URA activities have been scheduled as well. A rodeo
judging clinic is Saturday morning at 10 o'clock, cowboy church is
Sunday morning at 9 o'clock, and awards will be presented
following Sunday afternoon's rodeo.
   "The United Rodeo Association is a non-profit organization
established in 1962 that sanctions rodeos primarily in the nine
state area of Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota,
Nebraska, Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wisconsin," McGee said.
   Events include bareback bronc riding, saddle bronc riding, bull
riding, women's barrel racing, calf roping, forty and over calf
roping, breakaway roping, steer wrestling and team roping.
   "With more than 800 members each of the past few years, the
URA annually approves or co-approves an average of more than
100 rodeos," McGee said.
   "Our strength is in giving solid support to regional rodeo within
our established territory," she emphasized. "We continue to grow
on that basis.
   "Our primary goal is to work cooperatively with committees,
stock contractors, members and contestants for our mutual
success," McGee continued.
   The all-around title race is very close among three competitors
this year, McGee pointed out.
  Jesse Boos, White Cloud, competes in breakaway roping and
team roping, and is also in the lead for the Rookie of the Year
title.
   Bailie Schuldt, Leon, Iowa, competes in breakaway roping,
barrel racing and also team ropes, but is not team roping at the
finals.
   Danni Clover, Clifton Hill, Missouri, rides in breakaway roping
and barrel racing, but did not qualify for the finals in barrels.
   Dillon Gross will call the Western
action as the rodeo announcer. Todd
Pettigrew, Sedalia, Missouri, will
entertain as the rodeo clown, while
the bullfighters protecting cowboys
are Dakota Knight, Lebo, and Chris
Smith, Dearborn, Missouri.
   Bob and Alta Courtney, right, aka
Pastor Pudge and Sister Sludge, will
present the cowboy church services.
They perform at the Branson Center Stage Grill in Branson,
Missouri.
 URA Finals information is available from McGee at
urarodeo@gmail.com or 620-625-2566.

Old-Fashion Barn Dance Set For
Matfield Green's Pioneer Bluffs

   There'll be a Party on the Prairie.
  "It's a full-fledged party Saturday, Nov. 4, at Pioneer Bluffs near
Matfield Green," according to Lynn Smith executive director of the
living history ranch of the Henry Rogler family.
  "Starting at 4 o'clock, there'll be carriage rides, cowboy stories,
game, Flint Hills ranch supper and an old-fashion barn dance,"
Smith proclaimed enthusiastically.
  Advertised heavily on Country 106.9 and promoted on
WibwNewsNow and the Kansas Ag Network, the event is inspired
by a barn dance hosted by Henry Roger in 1915. 
   "The barn now restored to original condition was built in 1915,
and Henry hosted a barn dance on December 7 that year," Smith
said.

  Newspaper stories
claimed more than
300 people came from
as far away as 50
miles for the dance.
"It lasted until after
midnight when coffee
and cake was served

to end the celebration," Smith said.
   This Saturday's reliving of the first barn dance will kick off with
a carriage rides  and games, as guest have the opportunity to
partake in wine, beer and appetizer.
   Tom Thompson will portray 1915 Kansas Lieutenant Governor
Bill Morgan, perfect setting of atmospheric stage for that era of
the ranch.
  Supper catered by Chase County's popular Ad Astra Food and
Drink, at 5:30, is to feature Texas Longhorn Caviar, Cowboy
Coffee Cattle Roast, Angel Biscuits and Spotted Pup. "Despite the
most unusual names, supper will be very good," Smith assured.
   Making it even better for many I that cowboy professor, most
knowledgeable Flint Hills historian will entertain with cowboy
stories. "Anyone who knows Jim knows he's a great storyteller
and a true cowboy," Smith verified.
   Then the dancing
will begin. "The barn
dance will be in the
loft of our barn, which
seems like it was just
made for dancing,"
Smith's excitement for
the affair continued.
   "One thing we know
about the people who visit Pioneer Bluffs, they are here to
experience," Smith said. "They're here to experience the Flint
Hills; they're here to experience ranch heritage, the history, the
nature, the beauty. We're thrilled that we can share the
experience."
   Proceeds from the Party on the Prairie at Pioneer Bluffs will
benefit both Pioneer Bluffs and the Ranchland Trust of Kansas.
   "It'll be a fundraising event where folks are getting a wonderful
evening for a tax-deductible donation," verified Smith, who can be
contacted at 620-753-3484, or email her at
lynn@pioneerbluffs.com.

Padre Says:

"A life spent making mistakes is not
only more honorable, but more

useful than a life spent doing
nothing."
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